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MTSA Fellow Publishes 
Case Studies from Army 
Deployment in Syria
While deployed in Syria for 10 months during 2018-19, U.S. Army Major Robert Fabich, DNP, CRNA, 
saw more than 500 traumas and provided anesthesia care for 130 surgeries. During that time, he 
relied on his training from MTSA’s Acute Surgical Pain Management (ASPM) Fellowship to ensure his 
patients—both coalition troops as well as local nationals—received the best care possible in one of 
the most challenging settings imaginable.

 
Fabich leveraged his war-zone experience and developed two case studies, with the help of several 
colleagues, that have been recently published in Military Medicine: 
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MTSA Acute Surgical Pain Management Fellow and U.S. Army Major Robert Fabich, DNP, CRNA, was deployed in 2018, providing anesthesia care on the battlefront in Syria.



President’s Message

Grants for Professional Development

MTSA is taking bold new steps to propel nurse anesthesia forward. I’m thrilled that members of our 

Board of Trustees, along with our Alumni Committee, are launching a framework for professional 

development grants to grow the body of knowledge in our field. 

 

The new program—a first for MTSA—provides funding for CRNAs who want to continue their  

education and contribute to research that will help advance nurse anesthesia in practical ways. 

Demonstrating MTSA’s commitment to this effort, the Board has designated a portion of investment 

income to launch the program. 

 

I’m excited to see the many ways CRNAs will be able to develop research, best practices and case 

studies that elevate the collective knowledge of our clinical community. The work will be centered 

within our Acute Pain Institute, which will serve as a consortium of skilled practitioners from across 

the globe whose goal is to enhance our profession’s relevancy and scope. 

 

This effort is central to MTSA’s mission. It’s our first foray into grant funding for continuing education, 

and the focus is on making it more affordable for our alumni to reach higher levels of competency 

while contributing to broader impacts in our discipline. We recognize that completing a doctorate 
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