


President’s Message
Welcome to the newly redesigned Airways! I’m excited to unveil MTSA’s refreshed branding in our quarterly 
newsletter. We also launched a redesigned website over the summer, all of which reflects our commitment to 
staying on the cutting-edge of our field while also honoring our rich history and heritage.



In addition, the Fellowship addresses the growing call to offer 
anesthesia-based surgical pain treatment options as an alterna-
tive to prescription opioids, which continue to be a critical concern 
among healthcare providers nationwide.

The objective of this new certificate program, a component of the 
AANA Pain Management Curriculum, is to advance the knowledge 
and skills of Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) in acute 
surgical pain management and prepare them to help meet the growing 
need for this evidence-based approach in the United States. 

CRNAs = Part of the Solution to a Growing Need
The field of pain management is continually growing. As the baby 
boom generation ages, increasing numbers of patients will undergo 
surgery, and CRNAs will be responsible for managing these patients’ 
acute pain. The Fellowship will equip CRNAs with the necessary 
knowledge and skill-sets to meet this growing demand. From medical 
management approaches, such as multimodal therapies and opioid 
sparing strategies, to advanced interventional techniques, including 
continuous catheter utilization, CRNAs will acquire the knowledge to 
treat these patients with confidence and skill.

The Program Process
The ASPMF consists of a classroom component offered via 
distance education (didactic education) and a clinical component 
(proctored hands-on clinical experience offered through one or 
more clinical sites). Fellows will learn innovative techniques  
including multimodal and interventional therapies to manage acute 
surgical pain, while developing business management proficiency.

Topics of study include: 
•	 Legal, ethical, and professional issues related to acute  
	 surgical pain management 

•	 Psychosocial, spiritual, and cultural dimensions of  
	 acute surgical pain

•	 Non-allopathic considerations for acute surgical  
	 pain management

•	 Physiological aspects of pain

•	 Assessment and evaluation of the patient with acute  
	 surgical pain

•	 Pharmacogenetics, dynamics, and kinetics related to  
	 acute surgical pain management

•	 Technical interventions for the management of acute pain

•	 Foundations of initiating an acute pain service

•	 Business � �ac	reVP			re��ac					
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Participants Gear Up 
for Haiti Mission
Group requests donations, 
prayers for successful trip

MTSA’s mission team is anticipating a successful trip to Haiti Oct. 23-30, which will 
include providing Acute Surgical Pain Management (ASPM) care for a surgical hand 
team at Hopital Adventiste d’Haiti, and holding continuing education sessions and 
placing ultrasound machines into service at both the Visitation Clinic in the Nippes 
region and at Hopital Adventiste d’Haiti in Carrefour.

The mission is focused on providing a lasting effect by giving local practitioners the 
tools and education they need for ongoing care of their patients, including a day-long 
nursing workshop on basic patient assessment and evaluation.

As part of the efforts, Tenvision has donated an ultrasound machine that will be used 
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MTSA Welcomes
New Assistant Program 
Administrators
“As MTSA continues to meet increasing demands for the Acute 
Surgical Pain Management Fellowship, and as we transition into 
the DNAP entry-to-practice program, I am pleased to announce 
the following assistant program administrator appointments,” said 
Chris Hulin, DNP, MBA, CRNA.

William “Bill” Johnson
   DNAP, CRNA
Director, Center of Excellence for Acute Pain 
Management, Assistant Program Administrator

Bill will be joining the MTSA family in  
November and will begin teaching immediately.  He will focus on  
the regional anesthesia classes and the new Acute Surgical Pain 
Management Fellowship.  He was a faculty member at Texas 
Wesleyan University and Texas Christian University and currently 
practices at John Peter Smith Hospital in Fort Worth, Texas.

Russell “Rusty” Gentry  
   DNAP, MSNA, MSN, CRNA
Assistant Program Administrator

Rusty will join MTSA at the end of the year 
and will begin his duties in 2017.  He will give 

guidance to our accreditation requirements and will teach a broad 
base of classes.  He is currently the Associate Program Administrator 
of the Florida State University Nurse Anesthesia Program in Panama 
City and has served as an interim director.  In addition to being a nurse 
practitioner, his anesthesia experience includes cardiac/thoracic,  
and he currently practices at an outpatient surgery clinic.




